
ADDITION 
 
1.              HOW MANY FLOWERS ? 
             How many flowers do you see? 
             How many flowers do you see? 
             Eight in Bobby’s hands, 
             Eight in Nelly ’s hands. 
             How many flowers do you see? 
2. HOW  MANY ARE THERE ? 
              How much is one plus one ? 

- Two apples growing in the sun.. 
How much is two plus two ? 
- Four apples for little Sue . 
How much is three plus three ? 
- Six apples on the apple-tree . 
How much is four plus four ? 
- Eight red apples and no more . 

3. ONE, AND TWO, AND THREE, AND FOUR 
             One, and two, and three, and four, 
             It makes ten pens, and no more. 
             One, and two, and three, and four, 
             Five red pens and five pens more. 
4. CAN  YOU COUNT ? 
            One little bird in a tree, 
            Two birds singing for me, 
            Three birds by the door, 
            And four birds on the floor. 
            Now tell me, little Paul, 
            Can you count them all ? 
5. TRY TO COUNT THEM 
            One apple, two apples, 
            Three apples, four, 
            Five apples, six apples. 
            Seven apples more. 
            They are for you to eat, 
            Try to count them , Pete ! 
                
SUBTRACTION 
 
1. WHY IS IT SO ?                            6.       CAKES 



     Seven, seven, seven,                                       There were ten cakes 
    One from eight is seven.                                On a little plate ; 
    Seven, seven, seven,                                       I ate two of them, 
    Two from nine is seven.                                 And now there are eight. 
    Seven, seven, seven, 
    Why is it also seven ? 
 
2. COUNTING BOOKS.                     7. Six little apples 
             One from three                                       Hanging from a tree. 

- Two books for me.                           Johnny had a big stone 
One from two                                        And down came three. 
- One book for you.                            How many apples were left? 
One from one. 
- And we have none. 

3. WHAT REMAINS ? 
             How much is one from eight ? 

- Seven children playing with Kate, 
             How much is two from eight ? 

- Six children going to skate. 
How much is three from eight ? 
- Five children opening the gate. 
How much is four from eight ? 
- Four children getting up late. 
How much is five from eight ? 
- Three children washing a plate. 

4. LITTLE BIRDS 
      Two little birds 
      Looking at the sun. 
      One flew away, 
      And then there was one. 
     The other flew after, 
     And then there was none. 
5. APPLES 
     There were six apples 
     On the apple-tree ; 
     Three apples fell, 
     And now they are three. 

JOKES 
 
1.TEACHER : How much is two plus one ? 



ALEC :  I don’t know. 
T. : Well, Alec ! I’ll try to help you. Suppose, I give you two dogs and 
then one dog. How many dogs do you have now ? 
A. : Four dogs. 
T. : Why four ? 
A. : Because I have one dog already. 
/to suppose – предполагать, already – уже / 

 
2.HOW OLD ARE YOU ? 

Aunt : How old are you, my dear ? 
Little Jane : Eleven. 
Aunt : But you were only five last year, so you’ re six this year. 
Little Jane : Well, five last year and six this year make eleven. 

 
3.  HOW MANY LEGS HAS A HORSE ? 

Granny : Ben, how many legs does a horse have ? 
Ben : When it stands – four, but when it runs – more, only I can’ t count. 

 
4.   HOW MANY CHILDREN ? 
     Father : I say, Bobby, do you see children playing in the yard. 
     Bobby : Oh, yes, Daddy, I can see them very well. But why do you  
                    ask ? 
     F. : Can you count them all ? 

B. : I think I can. (he begins counting) . One, two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight, nine, ten,…ten… . 

F. : Well, my boy, how many children are playing now ? 
B : You see, Daddy, I’ve counted ten children, but one little boy is 
running about so quickly that I cannot count him at all. 

 
5.   WE  DO  ARITHMETIC WITH APPLES. 

Mother : I’ll help you with your arithmetic. Suppose, I have twenty 
               Cherries and give you five. How many cherries will I have 
               Then ? 
Mike : I don’t know, Mum. In my class we do arithmetic with apples. 

6.       WHAT WILL BE THE RESULT ? 
Teacher : Well, John ! Suppose there are fifteen sweets on a plate. You 
can take and eat three of them. What will be the result ? 
John : Shall I eat those sweets before dinner or after it ? 
T. : Before dinner, I suppose. 
J. : Then I know what the result will be. My mother will be angry 



      if I eat them before dinner. 
 
7.      SIX APPLES IN A BOX 
       Ted : I say, Tom, here is a problem for you to do, “In a box there are six 
apples. Divide them among six boys, in such a way as to leave one apple in 
the box”. 
       Tom : Well, I can’t do that without cutting the apples. And I think you 
can’t do it either . 
       Ted : Yes, I can. 
       Tom : How ? 
        Ted : I can give one of the boys the box with the apple in it. 
 
6. HOW CAN THAT BE ? 
      Nelly : Mike, do you want to try a good problem ? 
      Mike : Why not ? What is it ? 
      Nelly : Two fathers and two sons sat down to have breakfast. They have 
eaten three eggs, but each of them has eaten one egg. How can that be ? 
       Mike : That just can’t be. 
       Nelly : Yes, it can. Three people, not four, sat down to breakfast : a 
grandfather, his son and his grandson. 
 
7. DO YOU KNOW ARITHMETIC ? 
     Uncle : John, do you know arithmetic ? 
     John : I think, I do. But why do you ask, uncle ? 
     Uncle : Then count quickly. Suppose, you see four green fir-trees, each 
fir-tree has four large branches, each large branch has four small branches 
and each small branch has four leaves. How many leaves are there on all the 
green fir-trees? 
      John : Of course, I can count the leaves, but I cannot do it quickly. So, 
four times four is sixteen, then sixteen multiplied by four is sixty-four, now 
then I shall count the leaves… 
      Uncle : No, no, John, you needn’t count them. There are no leaves on the 
fir-trees at all – not a single leaf. 
      John : Not a single leaf ! Why ? 
     Uncle : Leaves do not grow on fir-trees. 
      John : Oh, I didn’t think of that. That’s a good joke, uncle. 
8. WHICH OF THEM COUNTS BEST ? 
     Father : Well, boys ! I want to see which of you counts best. I know an 
interesting problem. Will you try it ? 
     Paul : Why not ? I like problems.  



     Ned : So do I. Well, what is the problem, Daddy? 
     Father : Listen. One day Dolly was going to London. On her way to 
London she met ten children, three boys and seven girls, with bags in their 
hands. There were apples in each bag. Each boy had twenty apples in his 
bag, and each girl had fifteen apples in her bag. How many apples in all 
were the children taking to London. 
     Paul : Oh, it’s difficult. I cannot do this problem without a pencil.  
     Ned : But I can. It’s very easy. 
     Paul : I don’t think so. 
     Father : Well< Ned, how many apples in all were the children taking to 
London ? 
     Ned : Not a single apple. The children were coming from London. 
     Father : That’s right, Ned, not a single apple. 
 
9. COMPLETING TABLES 

                  One times two is two, 
  Cakes for me and you. 
  Two times two is four, 

Two flowers and two more. 
                       Three times two is six, 
                 Little yellow chicks. 
                 Four times two is eight, 
                 Red cherries on the plate. 
                 Five times two is ten, 
                 A green pencil for Ben. 
 
 
 
10. CAN YOU DIVIDE NUMBERS ?          12.    HOW MUCH ? 
         Divide two by one –                                        Six divided by one - 
             Fun in the bright sun.                                      Six sweets for my son. 
         Divide four by two –                                       Six divided by two - 
         A lot of work to do.                                         Three toys for little Sue. 
         Divide six by three –                                       Six divided by three - 
         Green leaves on the tree.                                 Two red apples for me. 
         Divide eight by four – 
         Blue balls on the floor. 
         Divide ten by five – 
         Going for a drive.      



      Think of a number – any number you like. Add 6 to it. Multiply 
the new number by 2 and then subtract 8 from the answer. Divide 
this answer by 2 and then subtract the number you first thought of. 
If the answer is 2, mark is right. If it is not 2, mark is wrong and do 
the question again. 
 
11. - As I was going to St. Ives, 

I met a man with seven wives. 
Every wife had seven sacks, 
Every sack had seven cats, 
Every cat had seven kits. 
Kits, cats, sacks and wives, 
How many were there going to St. Ives ? 

CAN YOU MULTIPLY ? 
All the players sit on chairs in a circle. The leader stands in the middle and 
asks different questions. The players have to answer them doing 
multiplication as quickly as they can. 
 For instance, the leader may ask the player the following question : 

- How many fingers are there on two hands? 
- Three hands? 
- Six hands? 
- Ten hands?  
- One boy’s hand? 
- Five boy’s hands? 
- Ten boy’s hands? Etc. 

  The player is supposed to answer: ten, fifteen, thirty, fifty, five, ten, fifty, a 
hundred. Then the next player has to answer these questions: 

- How many ends has one pencil? 
- Two pencils? 
- Five pencils? 
-  Six pencils? 
-  Eight pencils? 
- Nine pencils and a half? 

And the player replies: two, four, ten, twelve, sixteen, eighteen, twenty. 
   A player who gives a wrong answer or is too slow in answering, drops out 
of the game. 
   The last player to be left after all attempts is the winner. 
 How many hands have ten girls? Fifteen girls? Twenty-four girls?                          



 How many gloves do seven women wear? Ten women? Sixty women? 
 How many pairs of shoes do five men wear? Ten men? Sixteen men? 
 How many legs have two dogs? Fifteen dogs? Twenty-seven dogs? 
 How many walls are there in two rooms? Twelve rooms? Fifty-four rooms? 
 How many days are there in a week? Eight weeks? Twenty weeks? 
 How many months are there in a year? Half a year? An year and a half? Two 

years? Two years and a half? Five years? Ten years? Sixteen years? 
 How many minutes are there in an hour? Half an hour? An hour and a half? 

Two hours? A quarter of an hour? Three quarters of an hour? 
 How many players are there in one football team? Two football teams? Ten 

football teams? Eleven football teams? 
 
QUICK ANSWERS 
 Five brothers have each a sister. How many children are there in the 

family?(six) 
 Two mothers and two daughters have three apples. Each gets an apple. Is it 

possible? (Yes, it is possible when one of the mothers is the daughter of the 
other mother) 

 In what month does a man speak least of all? (in February) 
 Six birds were sitting on a branch. A hunter shot at one of them. How many 

birds remained on the branch? (no birds remained on the branch) 
 A boy was looking for his uncle. He had the address: Forest street, 4. When he 

saw number 1, he thought, “Another three houses and I’ll get to my uncle’s. 
The boy went on. But when he came to the fourth house he saw number 7 on it. 
The boy was very surprised and couldn’t understand his mistake. Can you? 

 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 


